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Overview

• Background information

• Different types of podcasts

• Creating podcasts
• hardware � voice recorders

• software � audacity

� podomatic

� jing (screencasting )

• Podcast activities & potential ideas
• created by teacher

• created by students



Background Information

FH Burgenland (Univ. of Applied Sciences)

• M.A. Applied Knowledge Management

� Business English (BEC Higher, C1/advanced)

• M.A. International Wine Marketing
� Professional English

� blended learning & part-time

• B.A. Information Studies
� English (CAE/C1) & Specialist Terminology

� full-time (1-4 sem); blended learning (5-6 sem)

• VLE: Campus IB (factline)



Podcasting
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Types of Podcasting in Education
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Digital Voice Recorders

Hand-held Olympus WS-311M; WAV format



Audacity

Audacity®



Podomatic



Podomatic / My Podcast



Jing
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Jing



Software Tutorials

Russel Stannard‘s Teacher Training Videos
http://www.teachertrainingvideos.com/index.html



Podcasting Activities

When?

� pre-lesson/course; during; post-lesson/course

Who?

� teacher

� student (individually/group)

What?

� personalised



Podcasting Activities (T)

� Audio feedback to individual student

� written assignments

� presentations

� Group feedback

� at end of course

� task/language after speaking activities

� Input

� demonstrate activities



Audio Feedback - procedure

1.Read assignment: numbers/correction symbols

2.Assessment sheet

• minimal comments (4 areas)

• no written final comment � audio file nr

• provisional mark

3. Immediately afterwards, record audio feedback

4.Upload all files to tutor PC; then to VLE

5.Optional: editing & resubmission – final mark



Audio Feedback – recording tips

1) Greet student personally/name.

2) Make a task-related, encouraging comment.

3) Describe how feedback will be organized. 

4) Talk student through assignment.

• refer to paragraph/numbers/symbols

• provide hints/guidance

• be natural; ignore “misspeaks“

5) End with a final, encouraging remark.

Further reading: Sounds Good / B. Rotheram



Audio Feedback - listening

1)Windows Media Player (2 – 4MB, 4-8 min) 
2) VLE – designated folder



Forum Questionnaire



Student Response to Audio Feedback

• 68% response rate (18/27; 14 female/4 male)

• Responses not anonymous

• Overall: predominantly positive

1) Did it help you to edit your errors? 17/18: yes!

It helped me a lot to understand the background of my 
mistakes. 

Yes, it was a great help for me. You discussed my 
assignment in such detail and really described my 
mistakes understandably for me. 



Student Response to Audio Feedback

• I find it much more helpful, because it also trains  our listening 
comprehension. 

• I think it is more useful than the written sheet be cause I can visualize 
& hear - that focuses not only on the sense of sight , it also helps to 
think more integrated. 

• I think the audio feedback is more useful than writ ten feedback,
because I could also hear the spoken text and could  read the text on 
my computer to edit my mistakes. 

2) Did you find it more/less useful than written fe edback?

more useful

couldn't say/possibly both

no response



Student Response to Audio Feedback

3) Was there anything confusing about my feedback?

nothing confusing

confused at beginning

no response

4) Did you have any (IT) problems listening to it?

no

yes

no response

6) Was it too long?

no

no response

5) How often did you listen to it?

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

once/with
pauses

2-3 times 4-5 times several
times/don’t

know exactly

no response



Student Response to Audio Feedback

8) …and anything else you noticed with regard to au dio feedback?

• The writing test assessment sheet would never be ab le to give such 
personal feedback! 

• I am a visual learner that’s why it is quite hard f or me to understand 
my mistakes and errors. I’ve been listening to the audio file twice but 
I like the written feedback more. 

7) Which do you prefer: audio or written feedback?

audio

combination

written

no response



Audio Feedback - conclusions

• Overall student preference for AF or AF/WF

• Students
� really listen to feedback
� appreciate quality & quantity
� feel it helps them to correct assignments

• Learning styles & audio feedback
� benefits audio-visual learners
� but distracting for visual learners

• Audio feedback provides highly personalised, 
meaningful listening practice.



Audio Feedback - Conclusions

• Tutor/sts need to be familiar with technology

• Anonymity/VLE  (file size/emailed)

• Audio feedback
� more effective
� adds variety (not text-based)
� novel
? efficiency/time-saving/use selectively
? difficult to assess editing/resubmission
� positive student feedback – motivating

� felt like time well spent!



Podcasting Activities (T)

� Audio feedback to individual student

� written assignments

� presentations

� Group feedback

� at end of course

� task/language after speaking activities

� audio / screencast (student F/B)

� Input

� demo activities e.g. oral summary ; sw …



Podcasting Activities (student/s)

� Interview each other (pairs)

� peer review another pairs‘ performance

� Record mini-presentations (exam classes)

� listen & transcribe; edit; record again

� Source, listen to & evaluate a podcast

� peer response



Potential Podcasting Activities

� Audio input by T for roleplays, meetings etc  
(pre-lesson)

� T feedback on student PPt presentations
(screencast)

� Hello to new groups (pre-course precast)
Hello during course

� T records new vocabulary



Potential Podcasting Activities

� Student prepares a podcast  (individually/gp)

� specific topic; coursebook unit
� Students make a vodcast of class projects

� self-assess performance

� Student produces spoken homework

� describes family, job, holiday, book etc

� reads a text aloud – pronunciation practice

� records new vocabulary

� documents progress /self-study

� records Skype session



Podcasts on the Web

� British Council

� BBC

� Business English Podcasts

� Business Spotlight

� Podomatic

� Splendid Speaking

� TED talks

� Open University / iTunes / iTunesU



iTunes iTunesU



Any questions / comments?



Personalising Podcasting

H
Experiment

Adapt

Record



Personalising Podcasting


